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We’ve almost crossed the finish line in the 2009 United Way campaign.
MIDLAND, MI— Last week we asked everyone in our community to come together to ensure we can meet the ever increasing needs in our community. As we near the finish line of the 2009 United Way of Midland County campaign, we are thrilled to report pledges totaling $4,555,865. With just days left until we announce our final results for the year, we have raised 95% of our overall goal of $4.8 million.
“We knew that this year presented many challenges,” shared Ann Fillmore, United Way of Midland County Executive Director. “There are people in our community who were once donors who now rely on the many programs and services provided through United Way.”

There has been a tremendous outpouring from the community this week, with many divisions making momentous strides. 
The F.I.R.E Division, made up of financial institutions, insurance companies and real estate firms made incredible progress this week. Chemical Bank has surpassed last year’s contributions, with nearly 90% of their employees participating.

The Dow Chemical Employees Credit Union announced a 4% increase in employee giving this year. In addition, the generous folks from RE/MAX announced raising nearly 10% over 2008.

The Retail Division includes Midland-based retail and service businesses. The employees of Midland Daily News proudly announced that even in a struggling economy, they have raised more than last year.

In the Industrial Division, the employees of GE Insulation participated in payroll deduction for the first time, with 100% of their employees participating and increasing their contribution by an incredible 175%.

The United Way agencies, along with many other local groups, participated in a competitive Penny War, raising an additional $1,000 to help meet the needs in our community.

“My sincere gratitude to all of the volunteers who are out there, sharing their passion for those less fortunate in our community,” shared Campaign Chair Bob Rathbun.  

This incredible journey started just seven weeks ago as nearly 1,200 people came together to hear Chris Gardner’s inspirational message at the Midland Center for the Arts as our community celebrated the early Pacesetter results.

On Thursday, November 12th, the community will once again come together at the Center for the Arts to celebrate the final results of this journey. The program will take place in the Little Theatre, beginning at 4:00 p.m.

United Way will celebrate all of the incredible ways that our community has come together to reach out to help those in need, and recognize the volunteers who have helped to make this year’s campaign a success. Even more importantly, we will hear from individuals who lives have been changed because of our community’s incredible support and investment.

“Hearing the first-hand accounts of how a person’s life has been impacted truly touches my heart,” shared Rathbun. “It is a daily reminder of how critical it is to continue our commitment each and every day. Our community is counting on us.”

To learn more about how you can get involved in helping your community, call United Way at 631-3670, or visit the website at www.unitedwaymidland.org. Follow them on Twitter or become a fan on Facebook to hear the heart-warming stories of impact all year long.
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